
 

 
 

Ukajede News Letter December 2019 

 

Dear Ukajede sponsors 

  

 

for your support in 2019. It has been an exciting year for The People for Ukajede Foundation and 
through your support, some truly amazing things have happened again this year for the children of 
Ukajede. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                            
The feeding initiative continues to be a success. Approximately 600 children were registered with the 
eight creches in the initiative this year. Our partner Huddle Up has 
assisted greatly in managing the process to ensure that food is delivered 
to the creches on time every month. Our supplier Sizani Foods 
manufactures quality dry powder food products, specifically designed 
for projects such as ours. They specialise in offering meals which are 
tasty, healthy and balanced for the children and their respective ages. 
The foods are non-perishable and therefore are suitable for the informal 
living environment of Ukajede. Their products contain added value in 
the form of vitamin and mineral fortification 
to enhance the nutritional levels for these 
children who otherwise do not have access 
to a balanced diet. The feeding initiative has 
been running for 15 years. We estimate 
around 1.5m meals have been served 
through the program.  

NPO #037-504 

is an organisation which was 
founded by a few Birchwood Hotel 
employees in 2004.  

The name Ukajede is an acronym 
for 5 informal settlements in the 
East of Johannesburg: 

 Ulana 
 Kanana 
 Angelo 
 Jerusalem 
 Delmore 
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Schauenburg Systems (a German family-owned business specializing in Original Equipment 
Manufacturer for mine safety) partnered with The People for Ukajede Foundation toward the end of 
2018, and the funding which they generously provided has done some fantastic work in 2019. The 
main project for this year was to build a new structure for Happiness Creche. This facility was also the 
beneficiary of a container converted into a classroom in 2016, sponsored by Salon Craft. The container 
functions as a classroom, and the main building was a dilapidated wooden shack. This was replaced 
by a brick structure. With the upgrading of the main building, Happiness Creche now has two brick 
classrooms, as well as the container classroom. The last phase of the project which was only 
completed on November 2019, was to upgrade their toilet facility. This too was an informal wooden 
structure held together with wire and rusting nails. A proper brick building was erected with three 
toilets and hand-washing basins. Thank you to Schauenburg Systems for making this possible. 

This is extremely exciting as this is likely to have brought Happiness Creche to be the most developed 
day care facility in the area for children aged 6 months to 6 years. 

On 7th November 2019, a visit was made to Happiness and Eric made a fantastic donation of toys and 
wall charts. Thank you, Eric and your generous donors from The Netherlands!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

The core focus of The Foundation 
is to provide food to the creches so 
that the children at least receive 
good food whilst at school. We 
arrange that food is delivered 
directly to the creches. Volunteers 
and teachers cook the food daily at 
each creche.  These children are 
sadly exposed to conditions of dire 
poverty so this nourishment 
received is paramount to help with 
their nutritional needs. 
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Happiness Creche 

Classroom 
and toilets 

before 

renovation 

Classrooms 
and toilets 

after 

renovation 



 

 
The sponsorship of 19 learner’s school fees were paid for another year at Balmoral College with the 
help of Schauenburg Systems. These learners are selected based on their personal circumstances. 
Many have come from child-headed homes or from families who cannot support their schooling 
needs. The school assists The Foundation in ascertaining that the children who need it most are the 
ones receiving the sponsorships. Children are motivated to work hard and do well in their studies in 
order to remain on the sponsorship. There are currently 8 learners in the Primary Grades and 11 
learners in High School Grades. Two of them were in Matric and we await the release of Matric results! 

                                     

A few smaller projects were also undertaken this year 

A number of creches have had basic repairs and maintenance conducted on their structures. 
Plumbing and sewerage is an extreme difficulty in informal settlements, so quite a few had to have 
repairs done. Leaking roofs and broken doors were also repaired 

Gas heaters were purchased for all the creches to help with the terribly low temperatures during 
winter. Being an informal settlement, the creche structures get very cold due to not having insulated 
buildings. 60 fleece children’s blankets were purchased and distributed to the creches 

Educational toys and stationery were purchased for all the creches to assist with the learning 

          

 

The People for Ukajede Foundation 
currently supports  8 crèches: 

 Ulana Day Care 
 Kanana Kiddies Day Care 
 Angelo Tswelopele Crèche  
 Happiness Preschool 
 Jerusalem Community Crèche 
 Delmore Thembilihle  

Preschool 
 Kiddies Home 
 Palesa day care 
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Unfortunately, the state of the economy in the country is not easing up, and the poorest of the poor 
are still living under extremely hard conditions.   

  
 

Despite this, our sponsors continue to contribute as much as they can, and together we do our best 
to help in whatever way we can. We are looking forward to an exciting year ahead with The People 
for Ukajede Foundation whereby our core goals for next year will include - 

 continue the daily feeding initiative, aiming to reach 600 children 
 continue the Balmoral College sponsorship by assisting 20 Primary and High School learners 

to remain in school 
 renovate another one of the creches so that more children can have a safe, comfortable 

learning environment 
 embark on training programs for teachers and care-givers in the creches  

 

Thank you once again for helping us in trying to improve the situation for these children and giving 
them opportunities that they would otherwise not be exposed to. 

 

 

 
 

 


